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INTRODUCTION 

I  HE  activities  of  modern  life  have  developed  in  most  of  us  an  unintentional  disregard  of  the 
attractive  objects  which  abound  in  our  community. 

Concentrating  on  a  subject  so  interesting  as  the  Village  of  Rye,  its  early  history  and  its 
present  rapid  expansion,  has  prompted  me  to  offer  both  a  few  historical  facts  and  also  photo- 
graphs that  will  present  to  you,  in  such  moments  of  leisure  as  you  have,  a  resume  of  everything  that 
we  daily  pass  with  but  a  casual  glance. 

The  Reverend  Charles  W.  Baird,  former  Pastor  of  the  Rye  Presbyterian  Church,  prepared  an 
interesting  discourse  on  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Town  of  Rye.  This 
discourse  was  so  much  appreciated  by  his  parishioners  that  they  persuaded  him  to  write  a  most  inter- 
esting volume  on  the  history  of  Rye  from  1660  to  1870.  It  is  to  this  book  that  I  am  indebted  for  the 
several  early  incidents  of  Rye. 

It  is  difficult  to  think  of  our  present  Rye  as  one  vast  forest,  and  that  everywhere  extending  up 
into  the  trees  were  once  towering  grapevines,  which  bore  wild  grapes  which  the  Dutch  pronounced 
almost  as  good  as  those  in  the  vineyards  abroad. 

The  few  people  who  explored  this  country  about  the  year  1600  made  their  way  through  these 
forests,  with  hardly  a  trail  except  those  made  by  the  Indians.  Three  hardy  citizens,  Peter  Disbrow, 
John  Coe,  and  Thomas  Stedwell,  later  joined  by  a  fourth,  John  Budd,  thought  so  well  of  the  section 
that  on  the  29th  day  of  June,  1660,  they  purchased  what  is  now  the  Town  of  Rye,  from  the  Indians. 
This  purchase  included  a  part  of  the  present  town  of  Greenwich. 


It  is  interesting  to  speculate,  could  Peter  Disbrow  return  and  be  conducted  over  the  various  streets 
and  highways  of  Rye,  what  his  thoughts  would  be  at  this  growth  and  transformation  of  wild  forest 
into  what  is  now  a  fit  descendant  of  its  namesake  Town  of  Rye.  Sussex,  England  and,  already  larger 
than  its  ancestor. 

Imagine  his  thoughts  on  seeing  the  trains,  the  trolleys,  the  modern  shops,  the  schools,  the  churches, 
the  clubs!  Suppose  the  Rye  Fire  Department  with  its  gleaming  motor  engine  came  rumbling  down 
Purchase  Street!  If  old  Peter,  coming  out  of  the  Indian  trail  from  the  forest,  survived  the  shock  we 
could  take  him  on  an  eighteen-hole  round  of  golf  and  extend  to  him  the  courtesies  of  the  nineteenth 
hole,  where,  at  last,  I  expect  he  would  feel  somewhat  at  home. 

But  this  is  a  record  of  the  present  day  and  the  present  day  has  little  time  for  reflection  on  the  men 
and  events  now  buried  in  its  past. 

I  hope  the  ensuing  pages  will  be  as  interesting  to  the  possessors  of  this  little  volume  as  has  been 
its  preparation. 

BLAKEMAN  QUINTARD  MEYER. 
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POLICE    DEPARTMENT 
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JOHN  M.  MOREHEAD,  FOREST  AVENUE 
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MILTON  POINT  SCHOOL,  DISTRICT  NO.  2 
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ROMAN  CATHOLIC   PAROCHIAL  SCHOOL 


VIEW  OF  RYE  STATION 
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KYE   RIDING   SCHOOL 
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RESIDENCE   OF  THOS.   H.  WATKINS,  ESQUIRE 
POST  ROAD 
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HILLTOP  PLACE 


ESTATE  OF  JOHN  E.  PARSONS 
POST  ROAD 
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MILTON  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE  OF  EVERETT  L.  CRAWFORD.  ESQUIRE 
RIDGE  STREET 


RESIDENCE  OF  J.  O.  BLOSS,  ESQUIRE 
PLEASANT  RIDGE  ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF  SEAVEY  BATTELE,  ESQUIRE 
HILLTOP  PLACE 
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RESIDENCE  OF   RALPH    HUBBARD,  ESQUIRE 
LOCUST  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE    OF   ELGOOD   C.    LUFKIN,    ESQUIRE 
KIRBY  LANE 


RESIDENCE   OF   DR.  ARTHUR   S.  CORWIN 
POST  ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF  ARTHUR  CORNING,  ESQUIRE 
NORTH  STREET 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  DANIEL  O'DAY 
SUNSET   LANE 
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MEADS  POND 


RESIDENCE   OF   GEORGE   B.  GIBBONS.   ESQUIRE 
HILLTOP    PLACE 


BOSTON  POST  ROAD  AT  RYE 
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BEACH    HILL,   RYE   BEACH 
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RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  ALEXANDER  K.  NIMICK 
POST  ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF   RALPH   W.  CROW.   ESQUIRE 
PINE  ISLAND 


RESIDENCE  OF  ARTHUR  OUTRAM  SHERMAN,  ESQUIRE 
EAST   STREET 


RESIDENCE  OF  HORACE  L.  HOTCHKISS,  ESQUIRE 
GRANDVIEW  AVENUE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM   D.  JUDSON,  ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  DR.  OSCAR  J.  CHASE,  JR.,  ESQUIRE 
MANURSEING  ISLAND 


RESIDENCE   OF   FREDERICK    S.   WHEELER,   ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE   OF 

LIEUT.    COL.  J.    MAYHEW   WAINWRIGHT,   ESQUIRE 

FOREST  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF  WALTER  M.  STILLMAN,  ESQUIRE 
POST  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE  OF  BASIL  HARRIS,  ESQUIRE 


MILTON    ROAD 


VILW    OK    AkCM    BRIDGE    FROM    BOSTON    POST    ROAD  34 


RESIDENCE    OF    ALBERT    T.    MAURICE,    ESQUIRE 


CHURCH    OF   THE    RESURRECTION, 
PURCHASE   STREET 


PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH 


METHODIST    CHURCH 
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EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 


STEIGER-SCHICK   CO..   PORTCHESTER 
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RESIDENCE   OF   GKORGE  W.    GAl.I.AWAY 
MILTON     ROAD 
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RESIDENCE   OK    WILBUR    F.    HKNDRIX,    ESQUIRE 
MILTON    ROAD 
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COLONIAL  INN 


RYE  TIRE  REPAIR  CO.,  POST  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE    Ul     liL.NKV    A.    UOUDK.    LSgUlKE 
LOUDON   PARK 


RESIDENCE   OK    MULFORD   MA; 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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RESlDhNCK    Ul-    hDWAKU    U.    DOUGLAS,    KSQUIKE 
APWAMIS   AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF  JAMES   S.   McCULLOH,   ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  H.  VAN  WYCK  WICKES,  ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  J.  J.  SUTTON 


RESIDENCE   OF  DUNLEVY   MILBANK,   ESQUIRE 
RIDGE    STREET 


RESIDENCE   OF   C.   HELME   STRATER,   ESQUIRE 
LOCUST  AVENUE 
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RYE   NATIONAL   BANK 


RYE  POST  OFFICE 


RYE    FIRE    DEPARTMENT 
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RYE  POLICE   HEADQUARTERS 


RYE   LIBRARY 


RYE  MUNICIPAL  BUILDING 


RYE  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  PLAYGROUND 


RYE   PUBLIC   SCHOOL 
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HEN    ISLAND 


BEACH   CLUB 


COMMUNITY   HOUSE,   PURCHASE 


AMERICAN  YACHT  CLUB 


43 


ENTRANCE    TO    RYE    BEACH    AMUSEMENT    PARK 


RESIDENCE    OK    HENRY    C.    BERNHEIM,    ESQUIRE 
WEST    PURCHASE    ROAD 


MILTON    POINT    HOSE   CO. 
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"SUNNY  RIDGE  FARM" 

RESIDENCE   OF   MRS.  JOSEPHINE   M.   CHAMBERLAIN 

NORTH  STREET 
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RESIDENCE  OF  PHILIP  W.  BOARDMAN,  ESQUIRE 
MANURSING    ISLAND 


RESIDENCE    OF    DONALD    McKESSON,    ESQUIRE 
MANURSING    ISLAND 


RESIDENCE    OF    CLINTON    S.    LUTKINS,    ESQUIRE 
GRACE   CHURCH    STREET 
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RESIDENCE    OK    HENRY    LOCKHART,   JR. 
HIGHLAND    ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF  ALBERT   W.  PUTNAM,  ESQUIRE 
HIGHLAND  ROAD 


RESIDENCE    OF    CHARLES    SHIVERICK.   ESQUIRE 
SUNSET   LANE 
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RESIDENCE   OF   W.   CREIGHTON   PEET,    l.bi,»Lli  i. 
GRACE  CHURCH   STREET 
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STUYVESANT  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE    OF    WILLIAM    J.    KNAPP,    ESQUIRE 
HIGHLAND  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE  OF  O.  TAYLOE  PAINE,  ESQUIRE 
MILTON    ROAD 
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RESIDENCE    OF    ARCHIBALD    A.    FORREST,    ESQUIRE 
OLD    POST    ROAD 
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RESIDENCE   OF   H.  deBERKELEY   PARSONS,   ESQUIRE 
STUYVESANT  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF   EDWARD  A.  CHOATE,  ESQUIRE 
PURCHASE  STREET 
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RESIDENCE   OF  W.  K.  BOND   EMERSON 
MILTON  POINT 
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RESIDENCE    OF   WILLIAM    RAND,   JR. 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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RESIDENCE    OF    LUNSFORD    P.    YANDELL,    ESQUIRE 
MILTON    POINT 
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RESIDENCE    OF   GEORGE   G.   MILNE,   ESQUIRE 
APAWAMIS  AVENUE 
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NORTH    STREET 
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PINE  ISLAND 
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PINE  ISLAND 


Vf'^ejJ-'' 
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RESIDENCE  OF  GEORGE  T.  WILSON,  ESQUIRE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  BENJAMIN  T.  KISSAM,  ESQUIRE 
DOGWOOD   LANE 
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GRACE   CHURCH   STREET 
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RESIDENCE   OF  MRS.   DAVID   S.   COWLES 
MILTON    ROAD 
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RESIDENCE  OF  MORTON  H.  MEINHARD,  ESQUIRE 
BYRAM    SHORE 


RESIDENCE    OK 
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RESIDENCE  OF  J.  H.  ALLEN,  ESQUIRE 
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RESIDENCE    OF    SAMUEL   THORNE,   JR.,    ESQUIRE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  FRANK  DANIELS,  ESQUIRE 
POST  ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM   COURTENAY,  ESQUIRE 
POST   ROAD 
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RESIDENCE   OF   MRS.  JOHN    HUYLER 
FOREST  AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  J.  HOWARD  WAINWRIGHT 
STUYVESANT   AVENUE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  JAMES  U.  FOOT 
HIGHLAND   ROAD 


RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  J.  H.  HAMMOND 
POST  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE   OF  J.  KELLY   ROBINSON,   ESQUIRE 
EAST    STREET 
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RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  H.  P.  DYER 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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RESlDENCt;   Oi-    HON.   WILLIAM    L.   WARU 


RESIDENCE  OF  PHILLIP  R.  MALLORY,  ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 
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CLAUSEN   HOMESTEAD,  KlUGE  STREET 


RESIDENCE  OF  H.  F.  G.  WEY,  ESQUIRE 
KIRBY   LANE 


RESIDENCE   OK    GEORGE    R.    CORNWALL.    ESQUIRE 
BOSTON  POST  ROAD 


RESIDENCE    OK    FRANK    R,    HOISINGTON,   ESQUIRE 
KIRBY   LANE 
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RESIDENCE  OF  MRS.  JOSEPH  SHATTUCK 
LOCUST   AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF 

LASCELLES    CHESTER    MAXWELL,   ESQUIRE 

GRANDVIEW    AVENUE 


RESIDENCE  OF  PAUL  VIANE,  ESQUIRE 
POST  ROAD 
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RESIDENCE   OH    BENJAMIN    B.   LAWRENCE,   ESQUIRE 
MILTON  POINT 
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RESIDENCE  OF  PLINY  FISK,  ESQUIRE 
FOREST  AVENUE 


